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Transboundary Air Pollution Health Index Development and
Implementation - TRAP

31 Project Steering Committee Meeting
Date: Wednesday 16/10/2019
Venue: Farm School of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
‘Address: Thermi, 57001 htips /lqoo almaps/758RouoY4iv

TIME DESCRIPTION PARTNER
10:30-41:00  Armival of participants — Registration

11:00-11:05  Welcome speech  introducing all participants
11:051215  Progress in the project activiies

12151245 Planned activities / Workplan Modification
12:4513:00  Coffee Break

13:0013:30  WPs Implementation / Discussion
13:30-14:00  Financial and administrative issues.

14:00-14:10  Next meeting organisation
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14:10 Lunch
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1. Introduction

Air Pollution has been recognized as one of the most pressing problems in both Greece and North Macedonia, following the economic and social development of the two countries, the sources of air pollution are mainly industrial activities, transport and central heating. The major challenges of transport in urban areas are the rising number of vehicles, their increased average age, and traffic congestion. Air quality problems from industrial sources mainly concern areas with thermo-electrical power stations and industrial units located close to residential areas. Natural sources (e.g. transport of dust from deserts) and conditions (e.g. local topography and climatic conditions) also worsen urban air quality. Local meteorological conditions and topography have a major impact on air quality in CB cities and contribute to the generation of air pollution episodes. Air quality is then strongly influenced by pollutants trapped due to thermal inversions caused from land local breezes and thermal internal boundary layers. Exceedances of the mean hourly concentrations of nitrogen oxides and (8 hours limit) ozone target have been recorded mainly in major cities as Thessaloniki, while particulate matter and sulfur dioxide seems to be a problem at Western Macedonia and Bitola due to thermal power production. TRAP developed on the necessity for developing ICT applications in environmental protection, monitoring and management of the eligible areas. Environmental initiatives is a privileged field for developing cooperation in the cross-border area, contributing significantly to economic and social development of the population and public health, therefore, the opportunity for mutual cooperation and understanding between public authorities, scientific institutions and residents of the area. The major challenge is the development of an integrated approach including air quality monitoring, with providing health indicator for vulnerable groups of the population. Through TRAP project a series of issues will be addressed: a) Identification of the emission sources and development of regional and CB emission inventory, b) Assessment of each emission source, c) Development of air quality plans, d) Monitoring data, validation and analysis e) Basic demographic, health and public health  profile, f)  Air quality and Health Indicators  g) Joint CB comparative analyses h) Capacity building  at user level (health and authority stakeholders), i) Air quality and health sensitization campaigns, j) Protection of human health, k) Citizen involvement, l) Implementation of Air quality directives.

TRAP consortium has been constructed to ensure balance and complementarities between highly competent and experienced partners. The adequate choice of key actors with complementary types of knowledge (administrative, scientific, and practical) is reflected in the consortium and will be utilized in order to bridge the gap between research results and policy planning. TRAP comprises a total of 5 partners from both countries (Ministry, Municipality, Environment Enterprise and NGO), the composition is based on the multi-actor approach through the genuine and sufficient involvement all along the project from participation in the planning of work, execution, until dissemination of results, covering the whole chain. The intervention areas are urban areas that have major pollution problems from all kind of types (industry, transport, heating). Furthermore, they face harsh and long winter periods that increase the heating needs of the households. The crisis led to less sustainable heating ways (wood burning), which also led to the increase of air pollutants during winter period. This situation creates the need for more adequate air quality monitoring and sensitization of general population to more sustainable transport and heating ways. The following target groups were identified and already added as the main communication addressees: Industry, local authorities, technology providers, research institutions, NGO’s, athletic clubs, health providers.

2. Agenda and venue of the meeting
Venue: Farm School of AUTh, Thessaloniki
Address: Thermi, 57001 https://goo.gl/maps/758RouoY4iv
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3. Participants

The meeting was attended by sixteen participants, with representatives by all partners and JS. 
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4. presentation minutes
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5. conclusions
Project management and coordination
WP1
Firstly, the Project Management Guide [D.1.2] was finished in June 2019. In addition, the 3rd Steering Committee Meeting was organized by ERFC (16/10,2019). The 4th SC Meeting will be organized by CCC after January of 2020 and if possible, together with a workshop or sensitization campaign action in order all partners to be present. Regarding the Progress Reports, the 2 PR was submitted, and the next reporting will be probably be submitted through MIS system. 
WP2

The communication plan [D2.1] was finalized in May 2019. In addition, regarding the Project identity [D2.2], the project website is operational and the 1st Newsletter must be prepared by MoF and Lever for Greek partners. The promotional material (D2.3] must be printed by MoF for Greek partners and by CCC for North Macedonia partners [the layout was created by Lever]. The 1st Layman report will be prepared by MoF and Lever for Greek partners until the end of December 2019. 
WP3

The Identification of emission sources [D.3.1] finalized by ERFC, and KEPE will finalize it within November 2019. Also, MoEPP contributes to the D3.1 and D.3.2 for South east region. Finally, CCC collected the data and the 1st draft is ready (D3.1). KEPE and ERFC will finalize the D.3.2 until the end of December. In addition, CCC based on D.3.1, is developing the regional inventory and the finalization of the report is ongoing. The contribution of assessment of emissions will be finalized in June 2020 and the final report will include the 5 different studies of each partner. 
The development of air quality plan has already started and will be ready by the end of April according to the excel activity file. 

WP4

The specifications for the tenders are finalized [D.4.1] and the tender procedures [D.4.2] will be ready by the end of November. Greek partners will install the stations [D.4.3] by the end of December while North Macedonia partners will install them by the end of April. The deliverables 4.4 and 4.5 will start after the installation of the stations respectively for Greek and North Macedonia Partners. 
WP5
By the end of December, the Assessment of basic health profile [D.5.1] will be finalised while the contents of the Air quality and health risk assessment [D.5.2] will be ready. 
For both the ICT Tool for Air Quality and Health Indicators [D.5.3] and the Air Quality Public Health Index [D.5.4], a document with the contents will be sent by CCC in the beginning of December 2019. In addition, the participants discussed about the D.5.3 and its formation and the memorandum that must be signed between the partners from Greece and North Macedonia in order the data to be shared. The main idea is that the same code will run (presenting a map with the stations and the measurements will be presented in a scale bar from 1 to 10) in different websites (official website of TRAP project and official website of other partners). Moreover, the data will be compatible to the existing air pollution platforms. Finally, the suggestions to the citizens regarding the air pollution situation will be provided according to official recommendations from European or National organisations such as the EEA. 
WP6

Regarding the WP6, the contents of the Joint comparative analyses on Air Quality [D.6.1] will be shared until the end of April by ERFC. The finalization of this deliverable will be done in the end of the project. One common workshop [D.6.2] may took place before or after the 4th Steering Committee Meeting. CCC will provide material to the consortium from the air quality and health sensitization campaign [D.6.3] actions that has finalized and KEPE will have common actions with the HealthInfo Project (awareness events). ERFC invited all partners and JS to the stakeholder meeting (under the framework of D.6.3) which took place the next day of the 3rd SC Meeting. 
Other issues
· Mr. Papapostolou asked a financial forecast from the Project. 
· A discussion took place regarding the extension of the project. It is essential for the project to collect measurements during a year, in order the results to be more detailed and scientific. Mr. Papapostolou suggested that an extension of 9 months will be possible and after May 2020, this issue will be discussed again. 

· The Program Name officially changed and by the following days the new official logo will be shared by COM officer, Mrs E. Votsari.

6. photos
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WP1: PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION

1.5 IPA Audit: Partners proceed to expense certification (KEPE under certification 35.000€ until 30-8-
2019).

Administrative — Finance:
*Contracted external expert 55.500¢€

*Program Name officially changed s

earch following days through COM officer Mrs E. Votsari official logo
for usage

*Will announce equipment tender within November 2019

«pre-financing of IPA partners PB4 _CCC received 2™ Payment

*Request will be made within 2019 for proj

ect modification and extension of duration (Partners prepare
budget changes if anything)
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